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Portugal waved over the Bassein ramparts, Chimnaji Appa's
ardent spirit overcame the ills of his body. When Bassein
fell the reaction came. On the 10th September he wrote
to Brahmendra Swami, "Lately I have been greatly worried
by an incessant cough. I suffer from pain all over my
body. It is this that has kept me from writing to you for
the last four days. With the Swarm's blessing I hope to get
well." This hope was never realised. In October 1740 he
felt so ill that he returned to Poona. Day by day his
cough grew worse, until on the 17th December he died in
the thirty-fourth year of his age. He was born in 1708,
being ten years younger than Bajirao. His first wife,
Rakmabai, the sister of Trimbakrao Pethe died on the
31st August 1730, shortly after giving birth to their son,
Sadashivrao. On the 9th December 1731 he married his
second wife Anapurnabai, By her, he had a daughter
Bagabai, who married Gangadharnaik Onkar. Anapurnabai
was devoted to her husband and proved her devotion by
burning herself alive upon his body.

The fame of Chimnaji Appa has been overshadowed by
that of his older brother; yet his talents were, it is probable,
in no way inferior to those of Bajirao. On the other hand
Chimnaji Appa's was the far more attractive personality.
His mind was bent towards study. His manners were
pleasing. His temper was sweet and reasonable. It often
happened that the Deccan nobles, unwilling to approach
the haughty first minister and to risk a sharp, discourteous
refusal, reached their object by winning to their cause
Chimnaji Appa, against whose persuasive pleading even
Bajirao was rarely proof. Nay, at times the king himself
stooped to adopt the device; of his nobles. It was to
Chimnaji Appa that Bajirao's children turned for that
affection, which their father, led away first by his ambitions
and afterwards by his passion for Mastani, denied them.
While Bajirao incurred gigantic debts for the upkeep of
his armies, Chimnaji Appa checked with strict economy
the household expenses. It was Chimnaji Appa who saw